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Attached is a completed Form PTO/SB/08A and copies of the pertinent parts of the 
references cited thereon. In addition this statement is to disclose prior knowledge of a 
substitute device for a knot in a necktie. There is, to my knowledge, no published article 
describing the article. I observed the device over 10 years ago and at the time asked the 
wearer Jeff Jones, where it came from. He informed me that his brother Steve Jones of 
Woodland CA. made it. I feel that the device does not conflict with this patent application 
because the prior art does not closely resemble a necktie knot. It also does not offer the 
combination of aperture diameter as well as aperture length per my Claim 1(c) to provide 
the frictional resistance my invention offers. Finally, the prior art is a ceramic product 
that is quite fragile. 
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